
 

KATHY L. CERMINARA EXPANDING HORIZONS SCHOLARSHIP 

administered by the Elizabeth Forward Alumni & Friends Association 

ABOUT THE KATHY L. CERMINARA EXPANDING HORIZONS SCHOLARSHIP  
This scholarship was established by Kathy L. Cerminara, Class of 1979 and member of the 2025 EF 
Alumni Hall of Fame, to honor of all of the first-generation college graduates in her family. With her 
degree in journalism from Ohio University, Kathy pursued a law degree from Pitt. She worked for Reed 
Smith Shaw & McClay in Pittsburgh, then two federal court judges, and later obtained a doctorate of 
judicial science in order to teach law. Professor Cerminara recently retired from teaching at the Nova 
Southeastern University Shepard Broad College of Law. 

 

TERMS OF THE SCHOLARSHIP 

 

One scholarship of $1,000 will be awarded to a graduating senior at Elizabeth Forward High School who 

maintains a 3.0 or above average and has been admitted to a 2- or 4-year college or university. While 

the scholarship is not limited to first-generation college students per se, preference will be given to 

applicants satisfying that criterion. 

 
SELECTION PROCESS AND CRITERIA 
 
The recipient will be selected by the EFAFA Scholarship Selection Committee based upon his or her 3.0 

or above grade point average, with preference given to a first-generation college student willing to 

expand his/her horizons who also demonstrates a desire to positively influence his/her community 

whether at the local, state, regional national or international level. 

 

ESSAY QUESTION 

 

You are encouraged to respond to all applicable questions found in the Discussion Section of the online 

student application form. In order to be considered for this particular scholarship, you must answer 

the following question(s): 

 
How has your service to your communities affected your personal growth, character, and 
future?  

 
Describe how you will follow your passion and / or begin pursuing your career over the next 5 
years.  Reflect on how this vision will add value to your community, enhance your career and 
colleagues, and/or improve society.  

 
 



 

NOTIFICATION AND RECEIPT OF SCHOLARSHIP 

 
The recipient will be notified by early May via e-mail and a confirmation letter. The letter will inform 
the recipient of what needs to be provided to EFAFA to receive the scholarship. Information relating to 
a required thank you letter will be included with the confirmation letter. Students will receive their 
scholarship prior to graduation on EF Senior Night during a special EFAFA reception. 

 
 


